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he 19th Australian Orchid Conference 

& Show is to be held in Perth, Western 
Australia from 11-16 September 2012. 
The popular Fred Clarke from Sunset 
Valley Orchids, California USA will be one 
of the international speakers at this 
conference. I believe that he will be bringing a limited 
number of orchid flasks, in a range of genera along with 
him. In this issue Fred talks in depth about the 
development and his involvement in breeding yellow 
flowered Cattleyas with red spots. One thing that Fred is 
very well known for is the superb quality and health of 
his plants. He is one of the elite premier international 
orchid growers. Fred has also provided us with proven 
cultural tips for growing the Cattleya alliance. 

The Orchid Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV) has 
announced their annual winners for the 2011 Victorian 
Orchids of the Year. They still appear to be the only state 
in Australia that has such an initiative to promote high 
quality orchids. 

Tinonee Orchids will be holding their 18? Open Day 
and Show on Sunday 8h July 2012. Many orchid 
enthusiasts from around the country and New Zealand 
converge on this popular quality event on the mid-north 
coast of NSW. In this issue, Ray Clement talks about this 
event and some of the winning plants from 2011. 
Ray also shares with us some interesting Chinese 
Cymbidium species he saw on a recent trip that coincided 
with the first major international orchid conference held 
in mainland China. 

The annual “Speciosum Spectacular” held at Kempsey 
on the mid-north coast of New South Wales will be upon 
us shortly. In this issue we see some of the winning 
plants from the 2011 event, plus details on what to 
expect this year, held on the first weekend of September. 
Later in the month, the Mackay Orchid Extravaganza 
will be held from 22-23 September with the venue being 
the Orchid House at Queens Park, Mackay, Queensland. 

Fred Fear from the Newcastle area is an exceptional 
grower of a range of orchid genera, and has won many 
prizes, awards and championships with his pristine 
plants. Here Fred talks about how he grows one of the 
delightful Dockrillia species from Papua New Guinea. 

Roger Finn from ANOS Kabi Group in Queensland has 
written a very practical and thought provoking piece on 
basically how orchids get their water in the bush when 
there isn’t any rain. Incidentally ANOS Kabi will be 
hosting the upcoming 7' National Australasian Native 
Orchid Society Conference and Show at the Strathpine 
Community Centre (north of Brisbane) from 21-25 
August 2013. 

I have written a short essay on the indigenous 
Cooktown Orchid and Dendrobium bigibbum. As there 
appears to be many hybrids masquerading within this 
complex of species. I show a number of actual wild 
clones to show the reader what the original native 
species look like. Unfortunately many plants today in 
collections as “Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum” do 
appear to have small percentages of foreign blood 
in them. | 

David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Cover Shot 


Philip Grech of Bairnsdale, 
eastern Victoria, won Victorian 
Cymbidium of the Year with the 
colourful Cymbidium Drouin 
Masterpiece ‘Kaliedoscope’ 
HCC-AD/OSCOV. The same 
orchid also won the Victorian 
‘Award of Distinction of the 
Year’ category. 


Plant & Photo: Philip Grech 


Laeliocattleya_ 
Jungle Elf 
‘Cheryl Lynn’ 4n 


Cattleya aclandiae 
‘Gulfglade’ 
AM/AQS 


Cattleya Breeding Trends 
For Yellow Flowers with Spots 


Text and photos by Fred Clarke 


hat is all the fuss about yellow flowers with red spots? The breeding started with the primary hybrid of Laeliocattleya 
Let's put it in perspective, twenty five years agoI don’t Jungle Elf (Laelia esalqueana x Cattleya aclandiae) in the late 
believe there were any yellow Cattleya flowers with red spots. 1980's. This grex produced starry, clear yellow flowers and 
And in terms of Cattleya breeding, 25 years is not much time. a few had red spots. Lc. Jungle Elf resulted in 10 American 
So it was like yesterday when these first appeared and the work Orchid Society (AOS) awards, what a remarkable 
done to improve them in the last ten years has been remarkable. accomplishment considering the novel nature of this hybrid. 
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Flowers were small, being under 65mm in diameter, the 
petals were narrow at 20mm wide and produced 2 or 3 per 
stem on small plants. 

The next noteworthy hybrid was Sophrolaeliocattleya Jungle 
Gem (Lc. Jungle Elf x Sic. Precious Stones). The grex of 
Sic. Precious Stones (S/. Psyche x C. aclandiae) produced red 
flowers where the C. aclandiae spotting was suppressed. The 
introduction of Lc. Jungle Gem showed that the recessive 


4 


ay 


Laelia esalqueana 
(photo: Greg Allikas) 


C. aclandiae spots in Sic. Precious Stones would reappear in the 
progeny if crossed to another C. aclandiae hybrid. These 


flowers ranged in color from a rusty red to clear yellow all 
with some degree of spots. Five AOS awards were granted to 
this grex, the flowers measured 70mm across, the petals were 
25mm wide, produced on small plants but the stems were 
short and weak influenced by Sic. Precious Stones. 


www.australianorchidreview.com.au 


Left: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Precious Stones 
‘True Beauty’ 
AM/AOS 


Below: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Jungle Gem 

‘Very Nice’ 
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Brassolaeliocattleya 
Waianae Leopard 
‘Ching Hua’ 
HCC/AOS 
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A nice development occurred with 
the grex Brassolaeliocattleya SunCoast 
Sunspots (Lc. Jungle Elf x Blc. Waianae 
Leopard). The hybrid Blc. Waianae 
Leopard is complex with many 
generations in the background, but 
what makes it interesting is that 
approximately 50% of its makeup is 
from Cattleya leopoldii with its long stems, 
high flower count and spotted flowers. 
The Lc. Jungle Elf influenced this grex by 
adding its yellow color and spots with 
the Bic. Waianae Leopard adding size 
and flower count. Bic. SunCoast Sunspots 
has received 7 AOS awards averaging 


Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


g 
E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au $ 
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4-5 flowers per stem measuring up to 
90mm. across, with petals 34mm wide. 

There are other Cattleya hybrids with 
yellow flowers and spots however these 
three landmark hybrids: Lc. Jungle EIf, 
Sic. Jungle Gem, and Bic. SunCoast 
Sunspots have set the stage as the 
important breeding plants and are 
leading the way in the development of 
what is sure to be the best hybrids yet. 
The next two hybrids exemplify the 
most recent developments. 


Right: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
SunCoast Sunspots 
‘SVO’ 

HCC/AOS 


Below: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
SunCoast Sun Spots 
‘SVO II’ 

AM/AOS 


The grex of  Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Katherine Clarkson (S/c. Jungle Gem x 
C. Mark Jones) has produced flowers 
with good improvements. The C. Mark 
Jones (Caudebec x Fascelis) has petals 
up to 45mm wide and blooms with 9-11 
flowers. Sic. Katherine Clarkson has 
received 3 AOS awards with clear yellow 
flowers and red spots. The 3-4 flowers 
measure up to 84mm in natural spread 
and petals up to 40mm wide, that’s over 
twice the width of Lc. Jungle Elf. It was 
hoped the C. Mark Jones would do more 
in adding flower count but it did not. 

Brassolaeliocattleya Sun Spots (Ble. 
SunCoast Sunspots x C. Mark Jones) has 
produced significant improvements in 
size, form and flower count. This is due 
to the large flower size and high flower 
count imparted from the C. Mark Jones 
and Bic. Waianae Leopard. This grex has 
received one AOS award so far; the 
flowers measured 95mm across with the 
petals at 34mm wide and 4-5 flowers 
per inflorescence. The improved size 
and flower count of this cross is a real 
positive feature, certainly to influence 
future breeding. 

The future holds these two exciting 
hybrids in high regard. 


Above left: Above right: 
Cattleya Mark Jones Cattleya Mark Jones 
‘Lance’ *SVO’ HCC/AOS 


AnMNEEN 
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The next breakthrough may be something like (Sic. 
Katherine Clarkson x Blc. SunCoast Sunspots). The C. Mark 
Jones and Bic. Waianae Leopard in the background of both 
have considerable influence from Cattleya leopoldii and Cattleya 
aclandiae. I expect the offspring to produce 3-4 flowers per 
stem with a natural spread of 90mm or more and petals in 
excess of 45mm wide. 

Another grex that is making this next step is (S/c. Katherine 
Clarkson x Bic. Sun Spots). Both Sic. Katherine Clarkson and 
Blc. Sun Spots have C. Mark Jones in its linage (high flower 
count and wide petals) as a result the majority of the genetic 
makeup is coming from Cattleya leopoldii, Cattleya aclandiae and 
Cattleya bicolor. This grex should produce the largest flowers 
yet, with the best exceeding a natural spread of 100mm petals 
over 50mm wide and 6-8 flowers per stem. 

Almost all yellow flowers with red spot hybrids originate 
from Laeliocattleya Jungle Elf (Laelia esalqueana x Cattleya 
aclandiae). These pictures exemplify how important Lc. Jungle 
Elf has been in the production of this colour form. 


Laeliocattleya Jungle Eyes (Lc. Jungle Elf x C. aclandiae) 
Laeliocattleya Lucky Charms (C. Gene May x Lc. Jungle Elf) 


Sophrolaeliocattleya Lucky Gem (Lc. Lucky Charms x 
Sic. Jungle Gem) 


Brassolaeliocattleya Waikiki Jungle (Blc. Waikiki Gold x 

Le. Jungle Elf) 

Brassolaeliocattleya (Blc. Waikiki Jungle x Lc. Tropical Pointer) 
Sophrolaeliocattleya Carlos E. Ospina (Sle. Jungle Jewel x 


C. Sandra Turner). This hybrid produced a wide colour range 
in its progeny, with the cultivar ‘What the...’ emphasising 


Above: Sophrolaeliocattleya Katherine Clarkson (a) 
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that with hybridising, you can sometimes expect the 
unexpected! We have never seen a Cattleya hybrid with such 
a colour combination. 

The following article will briefly discuss their cultural 
requirements. 

Fred Clarke owns and operates Sunset Valley Orchids, 
California USA. He has been growing orchids for 33 years and 
has been hybridising for 27 of those years. He is a passionate 
orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. 
Although developing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining 
interest, he is also developing new Catasetum intergeneric 
hybrids. Most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, 
which produced “the blackest flower ever witnessed”. This 
grex has received eight FCC’s, eight AM’s and the coveted 
‘Award of Distinction’ on the first flowers shown for judging! 
He is an Accredited American Orchid Society Judge in the 
Pacific South Judging Region and his plants have received 
hundreds of quality awards from the American Orchid 
Society. 

Fred Clarke is one of the keynote speakers at the upcoming 
19th Australian Orchid Conference & Show, being held in 


J 


Perth, Western Australia from 11-16 September 2012. i 
Fred Clarke 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

1255 Navel Place 

Vista, CA 92081 

Email: fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 


Below: Sophrolaeliocattleya Katherine Clarkson (s) 


Above: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
Sun Spots (w) 
Left: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
Sun Spots (d) 


Web: www.rosellaorchids.com.au 
E-mail: allan@rosellaorchids.com.au 
Phone: 02 6643 3544 
Fax: 02 6643 3599 

Hours: By appointment o 
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Left 
Laeliocattleya 
Jungle Eyes 
‘SVO’ 


Righ 
Laeliocattleya 
Lucky Charms 

‘SVO’ 


Above: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Lucky Gem (a) 


Right: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Lucky Gem (d) 


Left: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
Waikiki Jungle 
‘SVO' 


Below: 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
(Lc. Tropical Pointer x 
Bic. Waikiki Jungle) 
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Left: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Carlos E. Ospina 
*SVO Sunray’ 


Below: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Carlos E. Ospina 
‘SVO’' 

HCC/AOS 


Oy 


Above: 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Carlos E. Ospina 
‘What the... 
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Watering and Fertilising: 

These elements are related as water carries fertiliser 
into the root zone. Important for good Cattleya growth 
is to have their roots dry down between watering, 
I fertilise with every watering using a weak fertilised 
solution of 100 PPM (Parts Per Million) nitrogen, this 
equates to % tsp (2.5ml) in a gallon of water (about 3.8 
litres). In the summer when days are long and warm, 
the plants are in active growth and photosynthesis is at 
a high rate I water more. Usually 2 times a week, 
however during the hottest period I may water 3 times 
a week. 

During the cooler months watering once a week is 
generally satisfactory. Before watering I always check 
that the potting media has dried out sufficiently. Once 
amonth I leach the pots where I water without fertiliser 
twice, one hour apart, this reduces any salt build ups. 


Light levels, Temperature, and 


Air Movement: 


These are closely related as light raises temperature 
and air movement cools it. Cattleyas like light levels of 
about 2500-3500 foot candles (fc). For optimal growth 
I suggest growing under 60-65 % shade in winter and 
70-75 % shade in summer. This is accomplished by 
adding a second layer of 30% shade cloth in late spring 
thru late summer. Also a Northern exposure (for the 
Southern Hemisphere) or a location where the plants Above: 


will receive plenty of bright, filtered light will work. Lc. Jungle Elf 
‘Cheryl Lynn’ (4n) Below: 
I prefer to keep summer temperatures at about Lc. Jungle Elf 
24-30°C degree days and 15-24°C degree night, for ‘Cheryl Isobee’ 
winter 18-26°C degree days and 12-15°C degree nights. AM/AOS 


Cattleyas are quite adaptable and short periods of 
higher or lower temperature usual don’t damage the 
plants. In nature most Cattleyas are epiphytes growing 
high in trees where there is abundant air movement, 
your growing area needs to have good air movement. 


Potting mix and Pots: 

I prefer Kiwi Orchid Pine Bark, it is hard and lasts 3-5 
years. Douglas fir bark is also satisfactory. I mix 3 parts 
bark with 1 part perlite. I strive for consistence in the 
potting media and adjust the particle size based on pot 
size. For 50-80mm pots I use fine grade bark and #2 
perlite, for 100mm pots medium bark and #3 perlite 
and for.125mm plus pots large bark and #4 perlite. 
Plastic pots work well, they are inexpensive, light 
weight and readily available, however clay pots may 
work better in hot humid climates, also baskets and 
cork slabs are suitable. Select a pot size that will allow 
for a maximum of 2-3 years of growth. 

Cattleyas don’t like to be over-potted as oversized 
pots take too long to dry out causing root problems, 
remember an important key to good Cattleya culture is 
the drying down of root zone in between watering. 
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Re-potting and Dividing: 
Cattleyas generally start their growth 
cycle in the spring and summer. New 
growths may indicate new roots but I 
always wait until I see new active root 
tips before re-potting, as some plants will 
grow their roots after the growths mature. 
Please don’t underestimate the 
importance of re-potting when new roots 
are starting to show, the stress on a newly 
potted plant is greatly reduced as the new 

roots will quickly re-establish it. 

Divisions should be made by cutting 
with a sterile tool or by pulling the bulbs 
apart. I try to keep the size of divisions 
between 3 and 5 pseudobulbs. I remove 
most of the old media from the root 
system, often the newest roots are tightly 
intertwined with the media and removing 
it is damaging to them. As a result I may 
leave 5-10% of the old media in place in 
an effort to not damage these newer roots 
they are the most effective roots and 
minimising damage will lead to a quicker 
re-establishment. a 
Fred Clarke 
Sunset Valley Orchids 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 


Above: SIc. Katherine Clarkson 


Sunset Valley Orchids ‘Select’ Below: Sic. Jungle Gem 
Superior Hybrids for Orchid Enthusiasts ‘Very Nice’ 


Masdevallia \mpact ‘Firebrand’ 
AM/OSCOV, grown by Marita Anderson 
and Chris Waterman of Churchill 
(eastern Victoria) was the 

Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2011. 
Photo: Marita Anderson 


by Meryl Early 


he Orchid Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV) has 

conducted an annual Victorian Orchids of the Year 
competition ever since 1992, with the winners annually 
showcased in the Australian Orchid Review. Digital pictures of 
all orchids that have received OSCOV awards in the current 
year are considered, together with any others submitted by 
Victorian growers. Success in this competition relies not only 
on growing an orchid of award quality but also on taking 
photographs of a similar standard. As a consequence, those 
orchids with the highest awards do not necessarily win 
this competition. 

In 2011 a total of 71 OSCOV awards were granted 
(3 Awards of Merit, 39 Highly Commended Certificates, 
2 Awards of Distinction, 16 Cultural Certificates, 7 Certificates 
of Botanical Merit and 4 Awards of Quality). Thirty growers 
also entered images of plants that had done well at their 
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meetings or shows. The OSCOV Judging Panel met in 
February 2012, first to select the winners in the various 
categories, and then to decide the overall winner. The results 
of the Judges’ adjudications are as follows: 

The Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2011 (sponsored 
by OSCOV) was Masdevallia Impact ‘Fire Brand’ AM/ 
OSCOV, grown by Marita Anderson and Chris Waterman of 
Churchill. This striking orchid, a cross between Copper Wing 
and coccinea, was Victorian Masdevallia Hybrid of the Year 
(sponsored by the Warrnambool and District Orchid Society). 

As the ‘cultured’ orchid section has been keenly contested, 
it was decided to separate these into Best Cultured Hybrid and 
the Best Cultured Species. The Victorian Best Cultured 
Hybrid of the Year went to Lloyd Perryman of Rosebud 
with the specimen plant Sarcochilus Judith ‘Cheryl’ 
CC/OSCOV. 
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Christa Welk of Doveton won the 
Victorian Best Cultured Species of 
the Year will also receive the OSCOV- 
sponsored Gunter Haar Memorial 
Trophy (a large framed photograph of 
their orchid and an OSCOV silver 
medallion) for winning the Victorian 
Best Cultural Orchid of the Year 
with her spectacular specimen plant of 
the Australian native species Dockrillia 
linguiformis ‘Welk’ (syn. Dendrobium 
linguiforme) CC/OSCOV. A total of 16 
Cultural Certificates were granted during 
2011. All trophies will be presented at 
the dinner to be held in conjunction 
with the OSCOV Show at Springer’s 
Leisure Centre (Keysborough) from 24th 
to 26h August 2012. The winners of all 
other categories will receive smaller 
framed photographic prints of their 
orchids and OSCOV medallions at this 
OSCOV Dinner on Saturday 25 August. 

The Victorian Australian Native 
Orchid Species of the Year (sponsored 
by the Yarra Valley Orchid Society) was 
a plant benched as Dendrobium bigibbum 
var. compactum ‘Darandwil’ HCC-CC/ 
OSCOV, grown by Daryl Williams of 
Boronia. (Editor’s Note: Due to the broad 
labellum that does not have its sidelobes 
embracing the column and the tendency 
for the blooms to face the end of the 
inflorescence, it is highly doubtful that 
this plant — pretty as it is — is a pure 
species. There are now many of these 
very similar “miniature/compact” 
bigibbum-style hybrids being bred and 
cloned in Thailand and Hawaii. Some of 
these have also been injected into 
Australian breeding programmes.) 
Dendrobium Australian Goldrush 
‘Rhonda’ HCC-CC/OSCOV, grown by 
Barry and Beattie Khann of Johnsonville 
and exhibited at the annual OSCOV 
show, was Victorian Australian 
Native Orchid Hybrid of the Year 
(sponsored by the Mornington Peninsula 
Orchid Society). 

Victorian Paphiopedilum Species of 
the Year (sponsored by the Stawell 
Orchid Society) was Paphiopedilum 
charlesworthii ‘St Austel’ HCC/OSCOV, 
grown by Marilyn and Barry Larkin of 
Cranbourne. Victorian Paphiopedilum 
Hybrid of the Year (sponsored by the 
Ballarat Orchid Society) was 
Paphiopedilum Mario Palmieri ‘Owen’ 
HCC/OSCOV, grown by Andrew Francis 
and John Martin of Castle Creek Orchids. 
This is one of the rare cases where the 
winner of a particular category had not 
received an OSCOV award this year, 
although the judges were unaware of 
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this fact during judging (at the time of 
judging the nature of any awards and all 
cultivar names are withheld, so that the 
judges’ decisions are based solely on the 
merit of the entries as shown by 
their photographs). 

Neil and Fay Allison of Drouin won 
the Victorian Other Species Orchid 
of the Year - The Gerald McCraith 
Award (sponsored by the Orchid Species 
Society of Victoria) with a plant awarded 
as Stanhopea ruckeri. (Editor’s Note: The 
respected American botanist and 
taxonomist Calaway Dodson suggested 
that Stanhopea x ruckeri was a natural 
hybrid of Stanhopea oculata and Stanhopea 
wardii. He wrote: “A specimen at the 
British Museum, labelled Stanhopea 
ruckeri by Lindley, contains two 
inflorescences, one of S. oculata and the 
other of an intermediate between 
S. wardii and S. oculata. Since we are left 
with a large group of variable hybrids 
between S. oculata and S. wardii and have 
no name to apply to them, it might be a 
reasonable approach to apply the name 
Stanhopea x ruckeri to the whole group”. 
I would suggest that the Allison’s plant is 
another species that indeed John Lindley 
described, Stanhopea inodora. I doubt that 
Lindley would apply two different names 
to the same “species” two years apart. A 
stance however adopted by the RHS - 
they consider inodora to be a synonym of 
ruckeri, which on the evidence I obviously 
disagree with. Hence the caption here 
appears as Stanhopea inodora.) 

Phil Grech of Bairnsdale won both the 
Victorian Cymbidium of the Year 
(sponsored by the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria) and the Victorian 
Award of Distinction of the Year 
(sponsored by the Werribee Orchid 
Club) with Cymbidium Drouin 
Masterpiece ‘Kaliedoscope’ HCC-AD/ 
OSCOV. The Victorian Laelinea of the 
Year (sponsored by the Mid-Murray 
Orchid Club) was Brassocattleya (syn. 
Rhycattleanthe) Dal’s ‘Islander’s Girl’ 
grown by Marilyn and Barry Larkin 
of Cranbourne. 

Frances and Julian Coker of Atlantis 
Orchids won the Victorian Oncidinae 
Hybrid of the Year category (sponsored 
by the Bendigo Orchid Club), this time 
with Odontioda (syn. Oncidium) Joe’s 
Drum ‘Harlequin’. Victorian Any 
Other Hybrid of the Year (sponsored 
by the North-East Melbourne Orchid 
Society) was Phalaenopsis Taisuco Smile 
‘Tainan Beauty’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by 
Brian Shaddock of Heathcote. 


The Victorian Seedling of the Year 
(sponsored by FE and J. Coker as the 
Harold and Florence Coker Award) is 
Paphiopedilum Double Arrow ‘Merrigum’ 
HCC/OSCOV grown by Andrew Francis 
and John Martin of Castle Creek Orchids. 
Cheryl Luth of Rowville won the 
Victorian Award of Quality 
(sponsored by Ringwood Orchid Society) 
with Sophronitis coccinea (syn. Cattleya 
coccinea) AQ/OSCOV. 

Although professional growers won 
only three in 2011, namely, Victorian 
Paphiopedilum of the Year and Victorian 
Seedling of the Year (Castle Creek 
Orchids) and Victorian Oncidinae of the 
Year (Atlantis Orchids). Country growers 
won the categories for Victorian 
Masdevallia of the Year, Victorian Award 
of Distinction of the Year and Victorian 
Cymbidium of the Year, Victorian 
Australian Native Hybrid of the Year, 
Victorian Species Orchid of the Year and 
Victorian Any Other Hybrid of the Year. 
Amateur growers from the Greater 
Melbourne area did a little better this 
year, winning the categories for 
Australian Native Species of the Year, 
Victorian Laelinea Hybrid of the Year 
and Victorian Paphiopedilum Species of 
the Year, Victorian Award of Quality of 
the Year, Victorian Best Cultured Species 
of the Year and the Victorian Best 
Cultured Hybrid of the Year. 

Considerably more awards were 
granted in 2011, but many growers 
unfortunately did not complete their 
award ‘picture’ requirements before the 
31st January 2012 cut off date. I thank 
the OSCOV Awards Secretary (and 
President), Stephen Early, for providing 
the photographs used in this article. The 
individual photographers are credited 
with the images. | 

Meryl Early 
Carrum Downs, Victoria 
WWW.OSCOV.aSn.au 
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CYMBIDIUMS 
Mericlones & Seedlings 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 
22 Emmett St, Golden Square Vic 3555 
Ph: (03) 5442 4806 Mob: 0411 352 036 
Email: dkorchids@aanet.com.au 
Web: www.dkorchids.com.au 
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The Gunter Haar Award for the 
Victorian Best Cultural Award of 
the Year also won The Best Cultured 
Species Dockrillia linguiformis ‘Welk’ 
CC/OSCOV, grown by Christa Welk of 
Doveton. Photo: Geoff Bailey 


Lloyd Perryman of Rosebud was 
delighted to win the Victorian Best 
Cultured Hybrid of the Year with his 
specimen plant of the Australian Native 
Hybrid Sarcochilus Judith ‘Cheryl’ 
CC/OSCOV. Photo: Lloyd Perryman 


World Wide 
SPECIES ORCHIDS 
Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Burleigh Park 
Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Ph 0747 740 008 
Lists by mail or email: 
ian@speciesorchids.com 
www.speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 


Large selection of new and 
pre-owned orchid books 


Dark Star Orcnicls 


Bulbophyllums, Dendrochilums, Lycastes, 
Stanhopeas, Paphs, Africans and lots more 


RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES 
AND SOME SELECTED HYBRIDS 


Please check our newly updated website for our latest releases 


~ PO Box 114 B ille NSW 2449 
Hans Schaible eae ire oo esos aoa 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au 


Browse and shop at our secure website 
www. orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


We attend orchid fairs in 
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


© 
2 Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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The Victorian Australian 
Native Species of the Year 
was Daryl Williams’ plant of 
Dendrobium bigibbum var. 
compactum ‘Darandwil’ 
HCC-CC/OSCOV. 

Photo: Daryl Williams 


Dendrobium bigibbum 
var. compactum‘Darandwil’ 
HCC-CC/OSCOV. 

Photo: Daryl Williams 


ORCHID S NORTH 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns 
On The Bruce Highway 


Phallies, 
& more. 


No Catalogue Available 


email:orchidsnth@bigpond.com 
Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 


A Victorian Australian Native 
Hybrid of the Year was 
Dendrobium Goldrush ‘Rhonda’ 
AM-CC/OSCOV, grown by Barry 
and Beattie Khann of Johnsonville 
(eastern Victoria). 

Photo: Marita Anderson 


> Victorian Paphiopedilum 
Species of the Year, grown by 
Marilyn and Barry Larkin of 
Cranbourne, was Paphiopedilum 
charlesworthii ‘St Austel’ 
HCC/OSCOV. Photo: Barry Larkin 


Mt Beenak 
Orchids 


No. 1 for Masdevallias 
Check out our complete range 
of cool growing orchids 
on our website: 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 
Cool growing orchids and 
Mail Order our speciality 


27 Hacketts Creek Rd, Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 
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A John Martin and Andrew Francis of Castle Creek Orchids won the Victorian Paphiopedilum Hybrid of the Year category 
with Paphiopedilum Mario Palmieri ‘Owen’ HCC/OSCOV. Photo: John Martin 


: ee 7 Tropical and Temperate Orchids 
Le http://www.flickr.com/ pho os/malle _phallies/ | | 104 Bobongies Road, Habana Qld 4740 
TC Ielephone/Facsimile: (07) 4959 8442 
www.orchidsmackay.com.au 
email: orchidsmackay@bigpond.com 
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A victorian Other Species Orchid 
of the Year - The Gerald McCraith 
Award was Stanhopea  inodora 
(awarded as Stanhopea  ruckeri), 
grown by Neil and Fay Allison. 

Photo: David Piko 


> Stanhopea inodora 
Photo: David Piko 


POUT AM 
design 


_ABN. 13 741 588 428 


Signs « Flyers - Advertisements 
Brochures » Catalogues » Magazines 
Business Stationery, etc. — 

0424 141 637 
» rdd@netspace.net.au — 
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Philip Grech of Bairnsdale won 
Victorian Cymbidium of the Year with — 
Cymbidium Drouin Masterpiece 
‘Kaliedoscope’ HCC-AD/OSCOV. 

_ The same orchid also won the 
Victorian Award of Distinction 

of the Year category. 

Photo: Philip Grech 


< The Victorian Laelinea of the Year 
was Brassocattleya Dal’s ‘Islander Girl’ 
shown by Marilyn and Barry Larkin of 
Cranbourne. Photo: Barry Larkin 


W Brassocattleya Dal’s ‘Islander Girl’ 
Photo: Barry Larkin 


START WITH THE LEAVES 
Lawrence, Robert. 2011 


This handy field guide is written to allow 
easy identification of the orchids and lilies 
of the Adelaide Hills. It can be used by 
schools, bushwalkers, bush-carers as 
well as _ professionals completing 
biological surveys. Through it, a complete 
novice can come to understand the 
beautiful world of orchids. Featuring 50 
orchids that can be frequently found in 
the Adelaide Hills, and identifying the 
small lilies and the weedy species that 
could be confused with orchids. Numerous 
photographs taken in natural settings 
show the variations within each species. 
Paperback. 192 pages. : 
e Low Cost 

$35.00 Plus Postage ¢ Easy Push / Pull operation 


Visa/Mastercard accepted ¢ Multi-functional 
Spray applications for: 


Au stral ia n | ~ humiditying $ i | i a a anal 
hs = ~ fungiciding ea Remember — to visit my = @¥ store 
Orchid Foundation ~insectcides, — ; 8pnty (Ql TID in sakt a ote sunt and aquer Rusions every Week 
P.O. Box 322, - fertilising anywhere in Australia , Stephen Stebbing : 


F : Cr » 32 Newbold Avenue, Craigieburn VIC 3064 
Essendon North, Vic. 3041 1 Rae eS Mob: 0412 352 604 Ph: 03 9308 2025 3 


Phone/Fax (03) 5627 6303 : aes poise ag / email: stephen@orchidsonnewbold.com.au ——— 
www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au ics rl ian tard Sing Pet inderhnong at Nursery open by appointment only ever 


2 Assorted species, Cymbidiums, Large range of assorted Australian Natives, 
Dendrobium, Dockrillia, Sarcochilus 
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Julian and Frances Coker of Atlantis Orchids 
grew the Victorian Oncidinae of the Year, 
namely, Odontioda Joe's Drum ‘Harlequin’. 
Photo: Julian Coker 


Odontioda Joe’s Drum ‘Harlequin’ 
Photo: Julian Coker 


a 


> The Victorian Seedling of the Year 
— The Harold and Florence Coker 
Award was won by Andrew Francis and 
John Martin of Castle Creek Orchids with 
Paphiopedilum Double Arrow 
‘Merrigum’ HCC/OSCOV. 

Photo: John Martin 


W Cheryl Luth won the Victorian 
Award of Quality of the Year with 
her plants of Sophronitis coccinea 
AQ/OSCOV. Photo: Ken West 
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< Phalaenopsis Taisuco Smile 
‘Tainan Beauty’ HCC/OSCOV, 
grown by Brian Shaddock of 
Heathcote (western Victoria), was 
Victorian Any Other Hybrid of 
the Year. Photo: Michael Mathews 


Dendrobium speciosum 
var. curvicaule 

‘Bee Creek’ 

(photo: W.B. Dobson) 


Kempsey Speciosum 
Spectacular 2012 


by Phil Ritchie 


his is now a well established annual event, thanks to the 
support of a number of loyal sponsors and the enthusiasm 
ofa group of local growers and Dendrobium speciosum devotees. 
Ted and Winsome Walmsley who live in West Kempsey put 
the first show on in September 2002 and the success of that 
event attracted a number of new sponsors and the support of 
the ANOS Mid North Coast Group. To my knowledge it is the 
only show with a focus on one particular orchid species staged 
in the southern hemisphere. 3 
Last year’s show (the 10tt) was a great success (see 
accompanying images). While the focus is on Dendrobium 
speciosum (divisions of early bush collected plants and line 
bred examples), the show has broadened to include a 
significant and substantial showing of other Australian native 
orchid species including other Dendrobiums, some Sarcochilus 
with a number of terrestrial species. A significant benching of 
Dendrobium hybrids is also organised as part of the event and 
while there are larger showings of these hybrids elsewhere, 
the quality of the plants shown at Kempsey is outstanding. In 
addition, many of the hybrids benched are of specimen size 
which makes for an even more impressive display. 
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Grand Champion for 2011 was Dendrobium speciosum 
‘Willow’ (from the breeding of var. speciosum ‘Windermere’ x 
var. curvicaule ‘Ted’), the plant owned by Yvonne Ferris and 
George Wheeldon. Champion Seedling for 2011 was owned 
and grown by John Zietsch, Dendrobium speciosum var. 
grandiflorum (‘Creek Aureum’ x ‘Will’s Gold’). 

Attendees at this year’s show, as in past years, have the 
opportunity to attend the ANOS Mid North Coast meeting on 
the Friday evening before the show and this year will hear 
Steve Clemesha give the evening talk. The venue for this is 
the same as the show itself. Those who attended the show in 
previous years will have appreciated the garden party feeling 
as people can inspect the plants in the large marquees and 
then move out and socialise on the surrounding lawn areas. 
Food and soft drinks will be on sale as in past years (and you 
are of course welcome to bring your own stronger drinks!). 
As normal, the trophy presentations will occur at the Kempsey 
Heights Bowling Club on the Saturday night. At that event, 
an auction of desirable Dendrobium speciosum examples will 
take place so it may be your chance to acquire that plant or 
division that you have wanted for many years. 
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See the accompanying advertisement in this issue for further details. We look . Above: 
Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum 


forward to welcoming you. Photos by Bill Dobson and the author. | (‘Creek Aureum’ x ‘Beranghi Gold’) 
Phil Ritchie (photo: W.B. Dobson) 
6 The Avenue, 
Balaclava, Vic 3183 
Phone 03 9525-9606 
E-mail: ritchiepj@bigpond.com Below: 
Dendrobium (Tie-Dye x Intense) 


Sarcochilus Candice ‘Bergen’ 
(photo: W.B. Dobson) a 
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Right: Ted Walmsley demonstrating ts 
the division and repotting of a 
Dendrobium speciosum 


Below: Alwyn Flanagan, Peter Adams, 
Harry Close, Alan Garrett, Sheryl Lawson 
and Krystyna Flanagan at the 2011 event 


The Reek 
Lily Man 
Your starting point for 


Den. speciosum 
Gerry Walsh: Grower & Breeder 


Seedlings, Divisions, Information 
www.therocklilyman.com 
0247 77 4456 


Orchid 


Review 


w ee 


“Kempsey, NSW. 


(Ted & Winsome Walmsley and ANOS Mid North Coast Group) 


Now in its 11th year this well established event should not be missed. Note the 
dates and be sure to come and experience the magnificence of a mass flowering 
of speciosums. A range of fine quality line bred plants will also be for sale. All are 
welcome to exhibit and judging will be by an all ANOS panel. 


Monetary prizes and trophies will be awarded in a range of classes including 
species, hybrids and terrestrials. ED ITO RIAL 


Interstate entries are encouraged with a prize for the most travelled orchid. CONTRIBUTIONS 


WELCOMES 


Dates: Sat 1stSeet 10am to 49M {closed for judging b/w 110m and 12 noon this day] Besse ensue Hel St, rane 
and electronic files are clearly marked wi 
SNE Sees Wer Koon the author’s name and address 
Location: 57 Spooners Avenue, Greenhill via Kempsey. Address editorial to: 
David P. Banks (Editor) 

Details: €lectronic copy of a brochure with locality map, Australian Orchid Review 
show schedule and associated events is available by 39 Carole Street, Seven Hills 
e-mailing John Zietsch at anosmidnorthcoast@hotmail.com NSW 2147 AUSTRALIA 

x OR contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562-7150 Email: 
g or John Zietsch on (02) 6554-9733. | david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Mackay 's 
Orchid 
Extravaganza 


f you’re looking for a warm place to visit this Spring and a 

region that will be in full bloom with stunning orchids than 
look no further than the Mackay region, in North Queensland. 
Mackay Regional Council in partnership with the Mackay and 
District Orchid Society will be hosting the region’s first Orchid 
Extravaganza on September 22 and 23 at the Ken Burgess 
Orchid House in Queens Park, Mackay. 

Mackay Regional Councilis one of only a handful of councils 
that grow and maintain their own orchid collection. The Ken 
Burgess Orchid House features over 600 varieties of orchids in 
all shapes and sizes including Australian native orchids as well 
as exotic orchids from around the world including the large 
and rare Bulbophyllum fletcherianum which has flowered three 
times in four years. 

The Mackay Orchid House was opened in 1988 and was 
named after a Queens Park Curator Ken Burgess who was a 
keen orchid enthusiast. He supplied plants from his private 
collection which, combined with council’s own orchids 
have grown to become one of the finest houses of its kind 
in Australia. 

Renovated with a new roof after it was damaged by cyclone 
Ului the Mackay Orchid House is now a light and airy Orchid 
House. The building is octagonal in design and covers about 
270 square metres. 

As part of council’s commitment to the ongoing success of 
its Orchid House council sent Horticulturalist Sue McCormack 
to the 20t World Orchid Conference in Singapore to learn 
more about orchids. When in Singapore Sue was impressed 
with the Papua New Guinea display with their Section 
Spatulata Dendrobium hybrids as it has a strong link with 
Mackay through Marg Purnell. Marg lived in Papua New 
Guinea for many years and on her return to Mackay remained 
passionate aboutthe Papua New Guinea Orchids. Unfortunately 
her collection was lost and Sue and council are trying to revive 
the collection in her honour. 

The Mackay Orchid House is open all year round, Monday 
to Friday 10am to llam and 2pm to 3pm and on Sunday 
10am to 2pm and entry is free. 

The Mackay Orchid Extravaganza will be held on Saturday, 
September 22 and Sunday, September 23 from 10am to 3pm 
at the Orchid House, Mackay. Over 1000 magnificent orchids 
will be on display from the Orchid House collection, Mackay 
and District Orchid Society, Pioneer River Orchid and Plant 
Association and local orchid nurseries. There will be also be 
plenty of orchids and accessories on sale and free workshops 
throughout the day. Entry to the eventis by gold coin donation. 

For more information on Mackay’s Orchid House 
or the Mackay Orchid Extravaganza please call 
Mackay Regional Council on 1300 MACKAY (622 529) or visit 
www.mackay.qld.gov.au 
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10am to 3pm 
September 22 & 23° 


Orchid House - Queens Park 
Goldsmith Street, Mackay Qid 4740 


> Over 1000 magnificent orchids on display from 
the Orchid House collection, Mackay and District 
Orchid Society, Pioneer River Orchid & Plant 
Association and local orchid nurseries 


> Orchids, plants, books and accessories on sale 
> Free workshops throughout the day 
> Mouth watering treats available 


The Orchid Extravaganza is proudly hosted by 
Mackay Regional Council and Mackay and District Orchid Society Inc. 


For further information Ph: 1300 MACKAY (622 529) 


REGIONAL 
COUNCIL 
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Growin 
ockrillia chordiformis 


by Fred Fear 


t the Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS) 

Newcastle Group Sarcochilus Show in October 2008, 
a montane New Guinea species of Dockrillia was exhibited. 
I considered this an interesting plant and I wondered if I 
might be able to obtain it and grow one successfully, living on 
the western side of Lake Macquarie, New South Wales. The 
exhibited plant was Dockrillia chordiformis. 
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This elegant pencil orchid was originally described as 
Dendrobium chordiforme in 1910, and was subsequently moved 
to the genus Dockrillia in 1983. Seedlings had been distributed 
originally by Geoff Stocker and were sold as D. sp. aff. flagella. 
We now know the true Dockrillia flagella is a PNG lowland 
species originally collected and described from material from 
the Ramu River. 


After making some enquiries I was able to 
purchase a small plant in December 2008, 
from Down Under Native Orchids. A few 
days after obtaining the plant I mounted it on 
a spare slab of tree fern which I had previously 
soaked in lime water for some weeks. 

In October 2009 the plant flowered for the 
first time and, I must say, I was a little 
disappointed as the flowers were considerably 
smaller than those on the plant exhibited at 
the Show the previous year. However the 
plant continued to grow at a faster rate than 
most of my other Dockrillias and by October- 
November 2011 it had grown into a very nice 
specimen and rewarded me by flowering 
profusely. 

I grow this plant under cover, in a growing 
house covered with white ‘Solarweave’, 
which has a 50% shade factor. It hangs fairly 
high in the house. I am a great believer in 
plenty of air movement, so apart from the 
design of the house giving natural air 
movement, I also have a number of fans 
installed, including one designed for cooling 
on those hot summer days. I grow ferns 
under the benches to help with the growing 
environment and increase the humidity in 
the orchid house. 

In the warmer weather I water my 
Dockrillias twice per week and during the 
colder months once per week, normally 
using rain water. I fertilise every second 
watering with strength fertiliser, alternating 
between a low Nitrogen product and one 
containing a higher Potassium content. 

I hope the plant continues to grow as well 
as it has done and flower as well as it did in 
2011. Thank you to David Banks for taking 
the photographs that accompany this note. 


Left: 
Dockrillia chordiformis 
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Above: Dockrillia chordiformis 
(plant: Hills District Orchids) 


Dockrillia chordiformis 
(floral detail of 
Fred’s plant) 


(Editor’s note: I was lucky enough to see 
Fred’s outstanding plant in full bloom late 
last year, it was clearly the best example I 
have ever seen of this cool to intermediate 
growing species. At the same ANOS 
meeting, Brian Gerhard from Down Under 
Native Orchids benched a first flowering 
seedling of Dockrillia chordiformis x 
D. Tweetie (fuliginosa x convoluta). This is to 
my knowledge the first flowered hybrid 
derived from D. chordiformis and a photo is 
included here from Brian’s cross and plant. 
DPB) a 

Fred Fear 
Lake Macquarie, NSW 
Email: fredfear@bigpond.com 


Orchid |Species 


Specialising in species orchids, 
flasks and selected hybrids 

Mail Order specialists 

Open by appointment only 
Props: Bill and Jan Miles 

405 Main Street 

Kingston, Victoria 3364 

03 5345 6387 


orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com 
www. orchidspeciesplus.com.au 
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Left: 

Dockrillia flagella 
from Ramu River, 
Papua New Guinea 
(plant: David Banks) 


Below: 

Dockrillia (chordiformis x 
Tweetie) 

(bred and grown by 

Brian Gerhard of 

Down Under Native Orchids) 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


cet) aussie plant tags 
\s 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 


9 The Grove, Tel: (63) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 


ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 
Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower - we can supply your needs. 
Pots - dome pots — Port Pots - 
trays — stakes — plant clips — Pot Clips - 
Labels — pens — fertilisers — hangers - 
wide range of wire products. 

Growing medias - bark, coconut husk, treefern, 
perlite, peat, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 
Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: supplies@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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Text and photos by Ray Clement 


Wo March 2010, my wife Lorraine and I (along with a The show actually combined two shows in three huge 
number of orchid friends) attended the 10‘ Asia Pacific halls. One consisted of Chinese Cymbidium plants in table 
Orchid Conference (APOC) incorporating the 20 China displays and was part of the 20" China Orchid Fair and Show. 
Orchid Show that was held at the Chongqing International The other show, filling two halls and consisting mainly of 
Convention and Exhibition Centre. Chongqing has a landscape displays and a central table display of individual 
population of 5 million and is part of a much larger plants for judging, formed the heart of the 10th Asia Pacific 
municipality. Orchid Conference. 


Above left: An array of various bare-root Chinese Cymbidium species for sale 


a ____ Right: Trio of plants emphasising attractive flowers 
(Cymbidium sinense on left), variegated foliage and mutated” blooms 


Below: A group of recently collected Paphiopedilum micranthum with 
other Cymbidiums 
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We were hoping to source flasks of new and interesting 
species and hybrids, as the promotional material promised 
some 3000 orchid vendors! However many of these proved 
to be local farmers selling recently-collected orchids from the 
local forests. Amongst these were quite a number of plants of 
various Cymbidium species and some slipper orchids. They 
were also selling bunches of cut flowers of some of these local 
Cymbidiums. 

The multitude of street-sellers and stalls were lined up 
along the expressway (closed for the Show) that was outside 
the main conference venue. This was a huge event for the 
locals, as it was estimated that some 50,000 attended on the 
first day alone! 

I really wished there was a legal way for us to bring some 
of these wonderful species Cymbidiums home (due to CITES 
restrictions), as I am sure they would become very popular 
here. Many were in flower and obviously were not labelled 
yet they did give “Chinese” names to most of them. These 


plants ranged in price from roughly AUD$5.00 to AUD$20.00 
each. There were a few other more expensive and exclusive 
items, mostly with flowers that we would refer to as deformed 
mutations — but there is obviously a devoted following and 
market for these oddball novelties. 

Some of the species that we could identify later through 
various literature included: the hugely variable Cymbidium 
goeringii as well as C. kanran, C. sinense, C. tortisepalum and its 
variety longibracteatum. There appears to be very close links 
genetically between Cymbidium goeringii (that generally only 
produces solitary flowers) and Cymbidium tortisepalum (which 
can have multiples blooms on the spike). The taxonomy and 
classification of these species still appears to be a bit mixed up. 

If you were a bit peckish whilst looking at the plants on 
offer at the Show, there was a number of food stalls 
interspersed. None of this “hot dog on a stick” business. Here 
you could be tempted with delicacies such as starfish, 
seahorses, centipedes, even scorpions...all on a stick! 


Above left: Scorpion ona stick 


Above right: Selection of starfish,centipedes, seahorses and 
smaller scorpions 


Magamp 
Inline Feeder 


Slow release 
fertiliser 
system 


N.P.K. 
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lime furnaces. 


PO Box 767, Sutherland, NSW 1499 Phone 0431 037 372 Queti ” I O Ty 


sales@orchidtrays.com.au www.orchidtrays.com.au as applicable. 


Anti Scale — insecticide to 
control scale, aphids, thrips, 
caterpillars & other pests. 


control fungus & bacteria. 
Orchid bark mix - med, targe, xL 


Tumut, Basalt & Slag from 


Pay via secure website or 


VISA | 


Has your 
Society booked 


‘The Orchid 
Tray Company’ 
to visit in 2012? 
We bring a big range 
of products & plants, 
& talk to members 
about orchid 
growing & 
new/old orchid 
products. 


Productions 


For new list and tours 
visit our website 

WWW. orchidproductions.com.au 
Email: philspenceorchidpro@msn.com 


PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 
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At the show, there was a very special oriental Cymbidium 
species that was behind a boxed glass enclosure that was 
being protected by armed security guards the full duration of 
the show. It appeared to be a super miniature plant with 
white flowers (we couldn’t get that close to it!). I took a 
photo, with my compact digital cameras zoom, and am still 
not sure if it isn’t a tiny form of Cymbidium goeringii. I have 
since had no luck finding out more about this plant, but there 
was a photo posted on a Chinese website that was featured in 
their local paper. It was called the “Rarest Orchid in the 
World”. That image is reproduced here. 

We have put tentative names on some of these images, as 
we thought that readers that were species orchid and/or 
Cymbidium enthusiasts would like to see them. | 

Ray Clement 

Tinonee Orchid Nursery 

Tinonee, NSW 

Website: www.tinoneeorchids.com 


Left: Another form of 
Cymbidium tortisepalum 


Right: Green form of 
Cymbidium tortisepalum 
var. longibracteatum 


os 
RS STRiy, 
GROWE! IN 
IO CAE ELUSIVE Gog)’ On 
- Or prow 
% GRAND CHAM! 


SQUARE VANDA POTS 
165mm x 165mm x 80mm 
100mm x 100mm x 60mm 
ORCHID POTS) 200mmx100mm 120mmx 120mm 80mmx 65mm BASKET POTS 
300mm x 120mm) =175mmx120mm = 100mmx 120mm 70mmx50mm 200mm x 130mm 
250mm x 150mm = 150mmxl00mm 100mmx75mm 60mmx 70mm 140mm x 100mm 
200mm x 200mm) =125mmx75mm  80mmx 100mm 50mm x 65mm 80mm x 75mm 


21 Jambali Road, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 Australia 


8 Phone: (02) 6581 1735 Fax: (02) 6581 1736 
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g Website: www.orchidpotco.com Email: orchidpotco@bigpond.com 
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Above: White form of Cymbidium tortisepalum var. longibracteatum 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid Species 
Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A 
(Yellow Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 
through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 
and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B 
(Blue Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 
flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 
and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 
whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 
and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. 
Periodic feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular feeding 
eg in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid . Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier cor contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 91507985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies 
(02) 6241 7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. 
QLD: Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & AT. 


Searle (07) 5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 
A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 


5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
PO. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


AOR 037 


The Australian Orchid Review, June — July 2012 


Above: A stunning flower that looked intermediate between 
Cymbidium goeringii and Cymbidium tortisepalum var. longibracteatum 


Right: “Rarest Orchid in the World” 
on display and heavily guarded 


\ apectatising | in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


INO 
esign ‘eallites e Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
‘e Simplicity © Portability ¢ Modular (can be lengthened to meet 
bur needs) © No Maintenance e Strong e Economical 


151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


h 07 3207 2793 ~=—« Fax 07 3822 2307 


New Zealand agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 
Ph (07) 575 0600 Fax (07)5750661 Mobile (025) 271 2777 
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Dendrobium Bellinger Valley ‘Greta 
Champion Australian Native Hybr 
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Tinonee Orchids 
Open Day and Show 


by Ray Clement 


here were again some outstanding plants exhibited at last 

years 2011 Tinonee Orchids Open Day & Show, with 
many exhibitors and an impressive array and variety of choice 
orchids. The early-flowering Australian native Dendrobium 
hybrids are always a feature, with many proven cultivars and 
new seedlings benched by a number of seasoned enthusiasts 
such as Don Cruickshanks, Henk van den Berg and 
Wayne Perrin. 

Dendrobium Bellinger 
Valley ‘Greta’ was the 
Champion Australian Native 
Hybrid, owned by Don 
Cruickshanks. Best 
Cymbidium and Champion 
Specimen went to Rob 
Wells’ plant of Cymbidium 
(Dolores Hoyt x Tom 
Thumb). Terry Russ won 
Best Exotic Species with a 
wonderful exhibit of 
Oncidium cheirophorum. First 
Prize in the Miscellaneous 
Exotic Hybrids was won by 
John Humphreys for his 
well grown plant of Lycaste 
Wyuna ‘Pale Beauty’. Some 
of these exhibits are 
showcased in these images 
by David Banks. 

This year’s annual Tinonee 
Orchids Open Day and Show 
will be held on Sunday 8th 
July 2012 at the nursery, 
768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee 
(just out of Taree, on the 
NSW Mid-north Coast). This 
will be our 18 Annual 
Open Day. Contact the 
nursery on 02 6553-1012 
for further details. There is 
plenty of accommodation 
available close-by in Taree and Wingham. 

This year will again feature potting demonstrations and 
advice from experienced orchid growers. We will also have 
some special plants for first release and others at special 
discounts. Food and light refreshments will be available all 
day. We will again be running a raffle of donated prizes and 
all proceeds will be given to support Retina Australia — 
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Above: Cymbidium (Dolores Hoyt x Tom Thumb) owned by Rob Wells 


Fighting Blindness (www.retinaaustralia.com.au) and 
research into Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP), a genetic degenerative 
eye disease. 

Last year’s bushwalk attracted record numbers. We even 
had visitors from New Zealand that came across just for this 
opportunity! And they didn’t go home disappointed. On that 
occasion we visited the Tapin Tops National Park where we 
were treated to the sights 
of many native rock and tree 


orchids in the wild, 
from genera including 
Bulbophyllum, — Cymbidium, 
Dendrobium, Dockrillia, 


Plectorrhiza and Sarcochilus. 
Many made the summit of 
Rowleys Rock, a stunning 
volcanic rock outcrop, and 
those who did were treated 
to magnificent unimpeded 
360 degree views, 1018m 
above sea level. We also saw 
some enormous specimens 
of Cymbidium suave in very 
old gumtrees along the road 
from the car. 

On Saturday 7 July 
2012, a guided bushwalk to 
see local native orchids is 
again being jointly organised 
by Parramatta and District 
Orchid Society and Tinonee 
Orchid Nursery. We will be 
leaving Tinonee Orchids, by 
own transport, promptly at 
9.00am. There is an easy 
walk or a walk requiring a 
modest level of fitness. Bring 
your camera as the views are 
stunning. A sausage sizzle 
lunch will be provided at 
no cost. Please contact the nursery if you require further 
information. | 

Ray Clement 

Tinonee Orchids, 

Tinonee, NSW 

Email: orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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Above: Lycaste Wyuna ‘Pale Beauty’ owned by John Humphreys 


Right: Oncidium cheirophorum owned by Terry Russ 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&I Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


Open 7 days a week 
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THE PERFECT SIBICIBUID HOUSE 


Plant Stands Benches 
Custom MSs > 


SHADE & 
HOT HOUSES 


Manufacturers of quality shade & hot houses 
in varying sizes to suit your requirements. 
Our modular range offers built-in shelving, 
long life warranty and easy assembly. 
Perfect for improving flowering. 


Contact your local agent 


1300 881143 


www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 


AT LAST —- NO ROT NO RUST NO MAINTENANCE 
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Above: Wal Rhodes (left) Regional Registrar for OSNSW Hunter & Mid North Coast Judging Panel, presenting Ray Clement with his Certificate of 
Service to the Orchid Society of New South Wales Judging Panel. (photo: Andrew Locke) 


Western Orchids /Laboratories 


We offer a great range ofT 


-ABOI CE for sowing & cloning 
Watch eBay for our flasks each week. 
Props: Kevin & Helen Western 

P.O. Box 276 

Blackwood SA 5051 


Sunday, Sth July, ZOI2 na araerarridsoncacnn ian g 


web: www.westernorchids.com.au § 


. RETINA AUSTRALIA 


Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) 
is the major cause of youth blindness! 
If you have RP, or know someone who has, 


Buses/@hub Groups WAlCHTIE please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 
www. retinaAustralia.com.au 
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Authentic species examples of the 


Australian Cooktown Orchie 


by David Banks 


he Australian “Cooktown Orchid” is a very well-known 
species from North Queensland that — as the floral 
emblem of Queensland — is familiar to non-botanical people 
as well as avid stamp collectors. 
For years we simply referred to these plants under the 
botanical name of Dendrobium bigibbum. If only it could be 


(Prraditonal mane! 
_(Dockrill 1992) 


Dendrobium bigibbum vax. bigibbum 


Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum 


Ironically the “true” Cooktown Orchid is NOT Dendrobium 
bigibbum, as thought by many, but in fact Dendrobium 
phalaenopsis — the orchid that indeed grows in the greater 
Cooktown district and was described in 1880 from plants 
collected “near Cooktown” according to the herbarium sheet. 
Then there is the very similar D. lithocola (D. bigibbum vax. 
compactum), essentially a lithophytic cline of plants, with 
shorter, stouter pseudobulbs and generally a distinctly 
narrower labellum. It probably should have been treated as a 
variety of D. phalaenopsis, rather than D. bigibbum. 
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Australian Dendrobium bigibbum complex historical names 


that simple! Research and DNA fingerprinting over the past 
couple of decades has proposed and confirmed that there are 
in fact three different populations/forms/varieties/subspecies/ 
species within what many now refer to as the Dendrobium 
bigibbum complex. 


Catalogue of Australian Orchidaceae 
(Clements & Jones 1989) 


Dendrobium bigibbum 


Dendrobium phalaenopsis 


Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum | Dendrobium lithocola Vappodes lithocola 


True Dendrobium bigibbum is found further north — from the 
Archer River to the tip of Cape York Peninsula and some of 
the nearby islands. 

There are no authentic records or specimens of the species 
Dendrobium bigibbum from Papua New Guinea. This is 
somewhat surprising as the land barrier is only 200 kilometres 
and there is suitable habitat for this species. A number of 
other Australian tropical lowland epiphytic orchids occur in 
both countries -— including Dendrobium canaliculatum, 
D. carronii, D. trilamellatum and Dockrillia rigida. 


Above: Dendrobium bigibbum from Iron Range 
-labellum detail (DB) 


Left: Dendrobium bigibbum from |ron Range 
— note rounded petals (DB) 
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Last year, when I was in PNG, 
I was told on good authority that 
the photographed example (true 
bigibbum) used in Andrée Millar’s 
1978 book Orchids of Papua New 
Guinea — an introduction, was an 
isolated specimen photographed 
at the (Port Moresby) National 
Capital Botanical Gardens that 
was “likely to have been a plant 
that Andrée brought back from 
Australia”. Even though she 
stated in her book “~...the 
photographed plant here was my 
first and it came from the 
Baimuru swamp country in the 
Gulf Province. It was growing on 
the branches of a Melaleuca tree 
in much the same conditions as 
the North Queensland plants”. 
The 1999 reprint (published after 


Andrée Millar’s death in 
December 1995, aged 82) 
included addition information 


stating that it was growing “ 
the same conditions in which 
we found D. johannis and 
D. canaliculatum. We found two 
plants...”. The reprint also had a 
new bigibbum photo, but we 
know nothing of its history or 
origin -— and most likely a 
photograph taken by Roy or Margaret Mackay. 

Interestingly in Schlechter’s opus The Orchidaceae of German 
New Guinea there are no records of finding Dendrobium 
bigibbum in New Guinea. Peter O'Byrne in his 1994 Lowland 
Orchids of Papua New Guinea suggests that it may be a garden 
escape rather than a local species. Annoyingly it is spelt 
incorrectly as “biggibum” throughout his book. I would not be 
surprised if future expeditions to some of the difficult to 
access swampland — especially around the Bensbach area - 
uncover populations of this eyecatching purple-flowered 
species. We will wait and see. 

Because Cooktown Orchids are such a horticulturally 
attractive group of orchids, they have become very popular 
in cultivation with orchid growers, and as garden plants in 
tropical regions. In years gone by, many plants were wild 


Above: Dendrobium bigibbum - just south of the tip of Cape York Peninsula (MH) 


collected to the point of excess causing localised extinction. I 
vividly remember a published photo taken decades ago by 
Bill Lavarack of a seized vehicle where the car was literally 
jam-packed full of illegally collected Cooktown Orchids. 
There were hundreds, maybe thousands of plants. 
Thankfully much of this wholesale pillaging of the forests 
has declined as most aspects of society deplore such behaviour 
and have become more conservation minded. Sadly though, 
there are some locations now that were once strongholds of 
these orchids, where few or no plants are found today. Those 
who know the whereabouts of these stunning epiphytes are 
rightfully reluctant to divulge precise location details. 
In the suitable environment, where the balance between 
light, water, humidity and warmth can 


be provided, these Dendrobiums are 


presents 


10th ANNUAL 


AOROOS 


Or WWW.mingara.com.au 


Mingara Orchid Club Inc 


Orchid Fair and Show > 
Saturday 23'¢ June, Sunday 24th June 2012 


On the beautiful Central Coast Mingara Recreation Club Tumbi Umbi 
All under 1 roof in air conditioned comfort — abundant free parking and easy wheelchair access! 
Plenty of great eating places with fabulous orchid show meal deals and motel deals for a weekend stay. 
More than 20 favourite orchid vendors from across Australia 
Competitive displays by orchid societies and individual growers — floral art competition new this year! 
Bus group incentives or easy access by public transport 


For more information contact Anne (02) 4351 0891, email a_dservices@optusnet.com.au 
www.visitcentralcoast.com.au 


easy to grow. Keeping in mind their dry 
rest through winter when the plants are 
dormant. They are also easy to grow 
from seed, and are fast to mature ex 
flask — sometimes blooming within 24 
months of deflasking. 

This has led to “line-breeding” of the 
species. Combining vigorous growing 
plants with those with horticulturally 
“superior” flowers. Features, which are 
most attractive from a judging and 
general aesthetics perspective such as size 
of flowers, “rounder” shape, maximum 
flowers of the inflorescence and colour 
were all taken into consideration. 
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Some breeders, such as the late David 
Littman, concentrated on line-breeding 
straight Dendrobium bigibbum var. 
bigibbum, or _ straight ~ Dendrobium 
phalaenopsis (as Dendrobium bigibbum 
var. superbum) and to my knowledge 
never “mixed” the two. This work is 
being continued by Ross and Rhonda 
Harvey of Cedarvale Orchids. 

However much of the focus was put 
on more compact growing plants with 
more cold tolerance than the tall and 
slender growing Dendrobium bigibbum 
and Dendrobium phalaenopsis. And this is 
when Dendrobium  bigibbum var. 
compactum (Dendrobium lithocola) entered 
the mix, quite literally! 

Basically “hybridising” took place 
between different elements of the 
Dendrobium bigibbum complex. Elements 
that in the wild would never converge. 
I know of no documented or proven 
intergrades between the different 
natural populations. So if you follow the 
notion of the three Australian taxa, 
many hybridists were in fact creating 
hybrids rather than the strict line- 
breeding of a single species. In native 
orchids we see parallels with “line- 
breeding” of Dendrobium speciosum and 
Dendrobium tetragonum. 

The upside of this line-breeding is that 
many of these seedlings proved even 
easier to grow than the “wild” plants 
and these “improved” examples would 
later dominate the showbench at orchid 
societies, with many cultivars 
subsequently awarded or winning major 


Dendrobium phalaenopsis y 
- from south-west of = IW). 
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championships at shows, in species 
classes. 

The downside is that essentially, most 
of these plants lost their botanical 
identity and integrity. This was because 
they were often created between 
different botanical and unrelated 
“forms” of the Cooktown Orchid, so 
were just simply called Dendrobium 
bigibbum. Also, for some reason, if the 
“var. compactum” form was used, all the 
seedlings tended to be labelled and 
marketed as such, regardless of the other 
parent. 

This is not a problem restricted to 
Australian indigenous species. There are 
a number of exotic orchids that have 
been “improved” by line breeding — at 
times, I believe, helped along with small 
injections of related species. I sight 
prominent “suspect” examples to 
include such well known orchids as 
Cattleya amethystoglossa, Cattleya 
walkeriana var. alba, Cymbidium insigne, 
Odontoglossum crispum, Oncidium 
varicosum, Phalaenopsis amabilis, 
Sophronitis coccinea and Vanda coerulea. 

I vividly remember a conversation a 
couple of decades back with one hybridist 
who claimed you could shorten the time 
taken to “line-breed” by “improving 
inferior plants”. Indeed his example was 
D. bigibbum! He.said once you had an 
average “compactum”, you go and buy a 
spray of flowers of an improved complex 
Phalaenanthe hybrid Dendrobium, put 
the pollen onto it, grow on the seedlings 
and bingo, you have an improved 


“bigibbum” straight away! As seedlings 
they were stunted and compact, but as 
they matured grew into quite big plants, 
with multiple leaves and __ thick 
pseudobulbs. I am certain this is why 
there are also so many “suspect” hot/ 
cold native Dendrobium hybrids around 
the place. True Dendrobium bigibbum and 
Dendrobium phalaenopsis both have very 
slender, pencil-thin pseudobulbs 
(without noticeable swelling) with only 
a few leaves at the end. The labellums 
also have sidelobes that embrace the 
column of the flower. 

Orchid Judges and Show Marshalls 
have been aware of the problems with 
“where to bench these bigibbums?” and 
“do we treat them as species or hybrids?” 
for some time. I don’t for a minute think 
that there is an easy answer to this. 
Obviously it does help if you have people 
who are highly experienced with these 
orchids, especially as “wild” plants and 
aware of these breeding anomalies. But 
as this line-breeding has continued 
through further generations, positive 
determinations become cloudier. 

The Australasian Native Orchid 
Society (ANOS) has countered this 
somewhat by using an _ initiative 
promoted through their judging panel 
and show schedules, by creating a class 
for “Exhibition-style Dendrobium 
bigibbum”. Basically this became a grab- 
bag for all things that looked like a 
Cooktown Orchid. Using the philosophy, 
if it looks like a duck, and quacks like a 
duck, well it: probably is a duck! But 
again maybe this is a little too simplistic, 
but would probably be the best approach 
to use with benching/shows at most 
orchid societies. Exceptions should be 
amongst the various ANOS Groups and 
specialist Species Societies, where there 
is — or at least should be —a greater focus 
on pure species. 


SUCHE WEEEW 
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Right: Dendrobium phalaenopsis 
in situ, note slender pseudobulbs 
and few leaves (JR) 


Further clouding the issue is the 
influence of the exotic Dendrobium 
striaenopsis from ‘Tanimbar Island, 
Indonesia.. This was also known in 
different times by the synonyms 
Dendrobium phalaenopsis var. 
schroederianum and Dendrobium bigibbum 
subsp. _lJaratensis. A well-known 
American-Hawaiian awarded cultivar, 
known incorrectly in horticulture as 
Dendrobium phalaenopsis ‘Clifton’, is 
probably a hybrid (attractive as it is!) 
derived from these Tanimbar Island 
plants. However, we have seen such 
plants previously accepted in the 
Australian classes at ANOS Groups, 
major shows and even _ specialist 
award judgings. 
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Above: Dendrobium phalaenopsis — near Mt Molloy, note diamond/oval-shaped petals (JR) 


Unfortunately there are now so many 
of these questionable bigibbums and 
compactums around orchid collections 
these days. Amplifying the problem is 
the fact that there are many new 
compact hybrids/varieties that have 
been developed and cloned in both 
Thailand and Hawaii, which are being 
imported into Australia - many with 
only code numbers as names. Many 
newcomers to orchids may not have any 
idea on what real examples of the 
Australian species look like. 

That is why we will show some 
examples of legitimate forms of wild 
Cooktown Orchids. But what should we 
call them botanically? I can see, in a 
decade or two’s time, the generic name 
Vappodes will be in common usage by 
newer generations of keen orchid 
growers and botanists. Most orchidists 
oppose this at present, in as much as 
people resist wholesale change. I can see 
merit in the three Australian members 
being treated individually at specific 
rank, as it is easier to conserve species 
and attract the required legislation for 
endangered flora. 
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So what names do I personally use 
and accept? Well, like in this article, I 
have used different names at times to 
describe the same plant! It’s vital that we 
use validly published names for starters. 
Maybe it’s safer to use common names! 
But seriously, “common usage” seems 
the main arbitrator in “accepting” what 
is the best current name. Some think 
that the Royal Botanic Gardens (Kew), 
through their Internet based World 
Checklist of Selected Plant Families is the 
final word or “Botanical Bible”. However, 
this is not the case, as there are numerous 
inconsistencies in the way various 
orchid genera are treated and there are 
many errors at specific level that have 
gone undetected. Mind you, there is a 
wealth of information there and it is a 
very useful tool. If they were to be 
treated as Dendrobiums, ideally I would 
consider both Dendrobium bigibbum and 
Dendrobium phalaenopsis as stand-alone 
species (there are no_ recorded 
intermediates between the two as their 
distribution ranges do not overlap), with 
compactum included as a subspecies of 
the latter. 


Obviously the Australian National 
Herbarium’s botanical take Vappodes 
bigibba, Vappodes phalaenopsis, Vappodes 
lithocola has yet to gain domestic and/or 
international acceptance. But over time 
Ihave no doubt these will be the accepted 
names, regardless of how awful they 
sound! The DNA evidence (which I have 
been shown) does support their findings, 
yet the arguments are not if we agree or 
not to their differences and similarities. - 
Most keen students can see these natural 
groupings, the big question is, at what 
rank do we accept them? 

However from a __ horticultural 
perspective, because they are clearly 
closely related, most would be happy 
with the late Alick Dockrill’s treatment: 
Dendrobium bigibbum var.  bigibbum, 
Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum and 
Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum. 
This would also make it much easier for _ 
the Royal Horticultural Society’s orchid 
hybrid lists. a 

David P. Banks 

Hills District Orchids 

Seven Hills, NSW 

Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Above: Dendrobium phalaenopsis — west of Mt Molloy, the “Cooktown Orchid” UR) 


Below: Dendrobium phalaenopsis — west of Mt Molloy, a very desirable flower (J 


Above: A selfing from the imported plant 
incorrectly interpreted as Dendrobium 
phalaenopsis ‘Clifton’. This is probably 
best treated as an example of 
Dendrobium striaenopsis or a hybrid 
derived from it. suspect such plants 
have very mixed-up and complex 
genetics (MH) 
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Left: Dendrobium lithocola ‘Mauve Shower’ - 
this wild clone has been in cultivation since the 
1960s. It was collected “off rocks, inland from 
Cairns” and has been propagated since by 
Nicky Zurcher, more famous for his slipper orchids 
(DB) 


Below: Dendrobium lithocola 
- from the Macalister Range in 
the early 1980s (MH) 


“Nicky’s Slippers” 


One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 


Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 
now available. 


Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 
send 3 x 60c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 Website www.nickysslippers.com.au 


AOR 039 
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“Morning Fog in the Blue Mountains”, 
taken from Sublime Point, Leura NSW. 
© Jenny Mcintosh. 

_ www.redbubble.com/people/jennymac 
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piphytic orchids have their roots covered in velamen. 
Velamen is the spongy, multiple layer of cells that covers 
the roots and readily absorbs moisture. 


Roots showing velamen 
and active root tips 


Where does this moisture come from? 

We traditionally think of rain falling from the clouds as the 
only way orchids obtain their moisture. We have to think of 
the other possibilities; after all orchids did survive the drought 
when rain did not fall for long periods. 


Consider the morning dew. 


Morning dew 
on Dendrobium 
speciosum 
leaves 


It happens frequently, especially when there is some 
humidity. This leaves a coating of water droplets on the grass 
and bushes in your garden as well as on the roof of your house 
and windscreen of your car if parked in the open. The higher 
humidity during the day coupled with a reasonable 
temperature drop over night, brings about heavy dew. This is 
another way of providing moisture for many epiphytes. 
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Low cloud is often seen covering the hills and ranges of 
the coastal region as far west as the Great Divide. 


Low cloud following the 
contours near Imbil, Qld 


This is a form of mist where droplets of water are suspended 
in the air and drift across the landscape. Clouds do not skim 
across the tops of trees but envelop each tree, each limb, each 
twig and each leaf leaving a trail of water droplets behind on 
everything. 


Low cloud along | 
Obi Obi Creek, 
Maleny, Co} fe] 


The exposed roots will absorb these droplets. Of course this 
includes all those orchids on the trees. Moisture condensing 
on the stems of orchids is likely to run down the stem to the 
root system. 
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The Water Cycle helps produce this cloud. Warm moist air 
over the ocean rises and gradually cools to form clouds which 
are blown landwards by the sea breeze. After crossing the 
coast these clouds are forced to rise by the hills and ranges. 


Escarpments force moist air blown 
in by sea breezes to rise and cool 


As they rise, they cool even more and then the droplets in 
the clouds merge to form rain drops which fall on the hills, 
ranges and mountains. So the ranges — like the one seen at 
Cunningham’s Gap, near the Queensland / New South Wales 
border — receive a higher rainfall than the lower country. 


Cloud in Cunningham's Gap, Qld 


It is here that suitable orchid habitats can be found. 


Morning fog, especially along creeks and rivers, is another 
form of cloud. 


Fog in Mary Valley from Maleny, Qld 


When you walk in fog, droplets of water form on your hair 
and if you run your fingers through your hair, you will feel 
these droplets of water. This moisture in the fogs and mists is 
available for orchids to absorb into their roots. 

Along the courses of rivers and creeks we often see 
waterfalls, cascades and water tumbling over rocks. 


Cascading water adds to air borne 
moisture in the immediate vicinity 


When water tumbles over a waterfall, the water breaks into 
smaller and smaller “globules” until the surface tension 
enables droplets to form. If-you stand at the bottom of a 
waterfall, you will feel and see these droplets (particularly in 
the sunlight) waft on the breeze into the surrounding area 
that is rich in vegetation and that can include orchids. Water, 
falling over rocks, will splash and form droplets. The smallest 
of these droplets will float away on the air currents and 
increase the local humidity. 

After rain “steam” can often be seen rising from the wet 
pavements and roads. 


ore uee ; : 
ia Evaporation after rain 


¢ increases humidity 


This “vanishes” into the air to help raise the level of 
humidity. As we all know, after a summer thunderstorm we 
feel hot and clammy - clammy from the high level of humidity. 
I am sure that orchids take advantage of the humidity — 
invisible moisture in the air — by absorbing it into the velamen 
covering their roots. 

Let us not forget transpiration. When plants “breathe out” 
they putinto the air oxygen, which rejuvenates the atmosphere 
and water vapour. Nutrients and moisture are drawn into the 
roots. These are transported by the plant’s vascular system 
(the xylem) up to the leaves where they are made into food 
for the plant by a process called photosynthesis. Waste 
products, oxygen and water vapour, are exuded into the 
atmosphere. This water vapour increases the amount of 
humidity in the air. Thus lush rain forests make a huge 
contribution to the amount of humidity in the air. 

Lastly evaporation must be considered. The floor of the 
rain forest is continually wet. Pools of water, lakes, creeks and 
rivers abound in our coastal areas. With heat and airmovement 
evaporation occurs from these sources and ads to the humidity 
in the atmosphere. Thus, we have air borne moisture that 
varies in size from rain drops through fogs to invisible humidity. 
This is the moisture that is available to orchids. 

I have outlined where the moisture in the atmosphere 
comes from, but we must investigate some mechanisms of 
conservation of moisture in nature and howitis made available 
to orchids. 

Every housewife knows that in summer mould will appear 
during the wet weather. Gardeners and swimming pool 
owners know that algae will grow in moist places. This 
happens in the bush too — and both will form on rocks and on 
the bark of trees. When mould, fungi, and algae are found living 
side by side, they can merge and live symbiotically as lichen. 


*) Mould, algae, moss, lichen 
& Pyrrosia ferns growing 

ona tree forming a base 

for an orchid habitat 


j 


I suspect that lichen, because its structure is porous, will 
store water for dry periods and will provide moisture to the 
roots of other plants that tend to grow in a similar habitat. 
Mosses and ferns are often found together with lichens, fungi 
and algae on rocks and on the trunks and branches of trees. 


Dockrillia pugioniformis 
at Mount Cordeaux, Qld 


Bulbophyllum exiguum, — 
moss and Pyrrosia fern - 


Northbroo 


k Mountain, Qld % 
f hai EE a 


Oberonia palmicola 
_& growing amonglichen, 
moss and Pyrrosia fern 


Dendrobium gracilicaule, 
with Dockrillia dolichophylla 
and Bulbophyllums at 
Mount Glorious, Qld 


Ce 


A Nig?” fet 


Dendrobium falcorostrum 
seedling in Border Ranges 


National Park 


The roots of orchids often thread their way through lichen, Also note that when you see orchids growing on rocks, they 
moss and ferns on the surface of rocks, on trunks of trees and again are often growing with other forms of plant life, mosses 
on branches of trees. These lower plant forms are very good and lichen. These again help create little micro-climates 
at capturing and storing moisture that then becomes available amongst the root system that absorb and store moisture. 


to orchids roots. 


ais ot bes 
Sarcochilus olivaceus with Large plants of ee 
roots in algae and moss Dendrobium monophyllum ; ‘: 
ona brush box at growing on eastern face 
Springbrook, Qld of Mt. Nebo, Qld 


Sarcochilus ceciliae A 
_ growing with lichens 
~ and ferns at Conondale ;*- 
National Park, Qld % 
Se 4 —) 


ie 


Dendrobium speciosum 
subsp. hillii flowering 
4, in Border Ranges 
21 National Park 


Orchids love trees that have non-shedding rough bark. I 
imagine that deep in the cracks and crevices there is moisture 
that is shielded from the drying sun and wind. Orchids will 
send their roots deep into the cracks and crevices of the bark 
in search of water. The roots of Dendrobium aemulum burrow 
deep into the iron bark tree. 


NG Dendrobium aemulum 
“A with roots deep in crevices 
a | on aniron bark tree 


Dockrillia cucumerina enjoys a similar habitat on Casuarina 
trees. 

The Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus) are interesting trees. 
The top part has smooth bark while the lower part has a 
fibrous spongy bark. It is possible that moisture condensing 
from clouds and fog, as well as rain collects on the smooth 
bark and dribble down to the fibrous bark which in effect 
becomes a reservoir. 


Water running 
down the smooth 
trunk of a half- 
bark tree during 
a shower of rain 


If you put your hand on the fibrous bark it has a distinct 
damp feel. The Brush Box is home to Sarcochilus olivaceus, 
some Bulbophyllum species, Dendrobium tetragonum 


Dendrobium tetragonum “=? 
with roots burrowing 

into the fibrous bark of 

a brush box 


and the “brush box” form of Dendrobium aemulum. 

Maybe the above has application for us to grow our orchids. 

When we mount our orchids we must ensure that the 
mounts are suitable for they need to be able to store water in 
some way and keep moisture around the roots. Try the 
following - 
¢ Lengths of rough bark of Callistemon and other similar trees 
¢ Lengths of many layered bark of Melaleuca 
¢ Virgin Cork 


¢ Old hardwood (Eucalyptus) which has cracks and tends to 
stay moist after watering 

¢ Coir mounts derived from coconut 

¢ Tree-fern (Cyathea and/or Dicksonia) 

¢ Use Sphagnum moss to cover the roots of orchids on mounts 
to keep the moisture present longer. 

¢ Drape “Spanish Moss” — the air plant bromeliad Tillandsia 
usneoides around the roots of orchids on mounts to prolong 
the humidity after watering and to keep the roots cool. 
The above all retain water long after watering; some longer 
than others. 
Potting mediums retain water and keep moisture around 
the roots. Some make water available longer than others. You 
need to match the potting medium to the plant. 
Humidity can be maintained in the orchid house by 
¢ Keeping trays of water under the benches (this can 
encourage tadpoles & frogs) 
¢ Growing bromeliads or other shorter plants under the 
benches 

¢ Keeping the gravel on the floor moist by spraying 

¢ Misting 

¢ Using a portable humidifier 

¢ Using an evaporative cooler to circulate the air and increase 
the humidity 

In conclusion, think of the orchids in their natural habitat 
and try to emulate those conditions in your orchid house. All 
photos were taken by the author, with the exception of the 
introduction photo of ‘Morning Fog in the Blue Mountains’ 
taken by Jenny McIntosh (née Merriman). | 

Roger Finn, 
ANOS Kabi Group 
Email: rdfinn@hotmail.com 
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FLORA’S ORCHIDS 


Senior Consultant David P. Banks 


Part of the best-selling Flora range, this is the definitive Pe 
vide to orchids with over 1,500 entries. Ranging from PP 
the unique to the unusual, the beautiful to the bizarre, 
orchids have long symbolised beauty, elegance and 
refinement. Flora’s Orchids presents more than 1,500 
varieties of this highly variable plant family, with entries 
accompanied by at least 1,300 stunning colour 
photographs. The orchids are arranged by genus in an 
A-Z format. Each entry first lists the scent name in 
Latin, often accompanied by a Latin synonym and, 
where appropriate, the translated common name. Plant 
spread and height are listed, followed by symbols [ieee 
indicating plant type, natural growing locations, growing [ig 
conditions, frost tolerance, preferred temperatures, type 
of flower, and preference fat pot or mount cultivation. 
The brief descriptions explain the type of genus, geographic area, and flowering and 
dormancy seasons. There is a wealth of sound cultural and propagation advice. 


AOR Editor David P Banks was the Senior Consultant for Flora’s Orchids and is also credited 
as the Principal Writer. Especially valuable for aspiring botanists and average gardeners is the 
background information that precedes the dictionary text and ers orchid varieties, 
taxonomy, hybridisation, history, cultivation, propagation, and more. The history section delves 
into the fsencing historical seiooment of the plant for culinary and medicinal usage and 
also explores the use of orchids in folklore and literature. A detailed cultivation table for each 
of the species is found in the appendix. This work is regarded by many as the logical 


replacement of What Orchid Is That? 
OUR DSCOUNT PRI $454.25. 


368 pages, colour. 
was 975000 RRP (Incl, GST) us osnoe ao youn | 


308mm x 238mm. 
Hardcover. 

@ STARTING OUT WITH ORCHIDS 
by David L. Jones 


David Jones is arguably one of Australia’s most prolific, precise and 
respected botanical and horticultural authors. The book is divided in 
two parts. Part One begins with the cultivation chapters, covering 
| Easy Orchids for Beginners, General Cultivation Requirements, 
Growing Epiphytic Orchids, Growing Terrestrial Orchids, Orchid 
Pests and Diseases, Housing Your Orchids and Propagating Your 
9 Orchids. The information contained within these pages alone is 
4 required reading for all beginners through to experienced orchid 
growers. The text is very easy to read and understand with numerous 
| sound cultivation tips and treatments discussed. There are many 
excellent and clear line illustrations that help describe terms or 
highlight diagnostic features. There are over 250 colour photographs. 


Part Two discusses the orchids themselves with concise information on each species. They are grouped 
primarily according to climatic requirements, starting with cool growing orchids progressing to the warm 
growers, in alphabetical sequence first with terrestrial genera, followed by the epiphytes. Both Australian 
and exotic species are treated together. For each entry there is specific detailed information on each 
species, as well as a simple table giving the basic cultivation needs and flowering season. A glossary is 


also included to explain unfamiliar terms. 
OUR DISCOUNT PRICES ,2.6..95,, 


240 pages, colour. 

210mm x 148mm. 

Softcover. was 529095 RRP (Incl. GST) US Posuse io mune 
MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and _sb 


The Definitive Guide to Orchidd? 


Over 1,500 Entries 


o A 
Starting out with 
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The publishers of th 
Australian Orchid Review 
are pleased to offer readers popular 
orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the book(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
t 


Wj ORCHIDS IN 
YOUR GARDEN 


How to grow orchids in 
the backyard 


by Robert Friend 


t sounds too good to be true, but orchids are 
as easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a 
bed of roses. Despite their exotic reputation, 
the everyday gardener can grow orchids 


Bel The book shows you haw to introduce orchids 
y into the garden, by attaching them to trees, 
S} fixing them on rocks and walls, or planting 
Ps, them in garden beds. With more than 150,000 
species and hybrids of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for every garden. 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime’s experience with orchids to explain how to 
choose the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different 
types of gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages 
to small courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of 


nature’s wonders. 
seleaeee, OURDISCOUNTPRICE $n 19,25. 
was 92250 RRP (Incl. GST) /1U5 POSE aD kaoune 


Colour and B&W. 

THE CLASSIC CATTLEYAS 
by A.A. Chadwick and 
Arthur E. Chadwick 


In 1818, William Cattley succeeded in 
flowering one of the first species of the genus 
that would bear his name. These first cattleyas 
are the classic cattleyas, whose form defined 
the essence of tropical orchids for generations |B" 
to come. Indeed, the colour of their flowers 
became known as “orchid.” In this helpful 
and informative book, each classic Cattleya 
species (and cattleya-like Laelia species) is 
described in fascinating detail, and its role in 
breeding programs is elucidated. All that is 
required to appreciate and grow the large- 
flowered cattleyas successfully is included. 
There are ten line drawings and 162 
wonderful colour photographs. Cultivation, humidity and watering, fertilising, 
propagation, and diagnosing and treating problems are detailed, making this 
volume valuable for both veteran orchid enthusiasts and those who simply love 


these beautiful flowers. our DISCOUNT PRICE Si 49% : 


252 pages, colour. 
260mm x 185mm. 
was 589650 RRP (Inc. GST) Fs rosuse mo wavouns 
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Hardcover. 


ORCHID: 
THE FATAL ATTRACTION 
by Anne Ronse 


The subject of orchids is one close to the 
heart of many floral designers. some feel 
it’s a privilege to work with these flowers 
and plants but offen wonder how many 
designers actually decide to investigate the 
history and nature of them rather than just 
how to condition them. The text by Dr Anne 
Ronse, is informative and enthusiastic and 
the photography is superlative! It’s so good 
that the flowers literally drip off the pages 
capturing the imagination and the heart. If 
you want something special, are addicted 
to orchids and want to luxuriate in glorious 


OUR DISCOUNT PRICE $n59.95,, 


was S85000 RRP (Incl, GST) Mus oswse ao nanuns 


Orchid 


The Fatal Attraction 


text and images; this is the book 
for you. 


142 pages. 
Colour. Hardcover. 


HUNTLEYAS AND 

| RELATED ORCHIDS 

| by Patricia A. Harding 

| Revered by avid orchid collectors for its 
delightful, star-shaped flowers, Huntleya is 
a small group of orchids found low in the 
forest. Huntleya is a small orchid genus 
] that includes fourteen species. They occur 
©) in wet cloud forests at medium altitudes of 
| Guatemala, Costa Rica, South America 
) down to Bolivia. The type species Huntleya 
)) meleagris also occurs in Trinidad. Besides 
©] their striking colours — from deep blue to 
"| waxy red, royal purple to almost black — 
| flowers of this group are known for their 
| distinctive shapes, patterns, and textures. 
As appealing as these lovely tropical 
orchids are, their identification has been 
confused since the first species was described in the mid-1800s. Recent DNA 
studies have led to a clearer understanding of relationships and, as a result of 
this clarity, it is now possible to sort out the taxonomic problems and identify the 
characteristics that set species apart. In this first book devoted to the Huntleya 
alliance, author Patricia Harding presents evidence from the scientific literature, 
other growers, and her own experience that will enable orchid enthusiasts 
everywhere to identity their plants and grow them successfully. Patricia A. Harding 
is an accredited American Orchid Society judge who has been growing 


and photographing orchids for al ’ an mG $44.95, 


three decades. 
G00. RRP (Incl. GST) Pts Posuce avo wanoune 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
by A.F.W. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids dre easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should 
fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up 
the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on 
inheritance and genetics that will benefit any 
hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your 
hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of 
Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed 
it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and botany, 


seo” QMDKCUNTANG $415.2. 


260 pages, 150 colour 
photos. Hardcover. 


Lycaste 
Orchids 
m We 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. F. W. Alcorn 


especially orchids. 


237 pages. 
Colour and B&W. was 928655 RRP (Inc, GST) Mus Pstce a Haun 
60 


GROWING BROMELIADS (3'¢ Edition) 
by the Bromeliad Society of Australia 


Many orchid growers also have o few “broms’ in their collection and 
gardens. This is a revised 2006 edition of the highly successful book on 
growing and caring for bromeliads. This book was compiled and revised by 
experienced members of the Bromeliad Society of Australia. 


Growing Bromeliads describes how and where to grow over 200 species and 
hybrids, and details ten of the most popular genera with brief notes on the more 
unusual genera, The main genera covered are: Aechmea, Ananas, Billbergia, 
Cryptanthus, Dyckia and Hechtia, Guzmania, Neoregelia, Nidularium, Tillandsia, 
and Vriesea. Descriptions of the native habitats for each of the ten genera are 
given, enabling you to provide the right growing conditions for any of these 
species within these genera. In total, over 400 species/hybrids are discussed. 
The book gives on interesting overview of the Bromeliad family, including a brief 
history of Bromeliad cultivation. There are also separate ate on how to 
ropagate these wonderful plants ond on their unique botany. All of tis is written 
in straightforward language with scientific terminology kept fo a minimum. This 
new 128 page updated Third Edition includes: a new chapter on Australian hybrids; ten new species; new chemical treatment 
for bromeliads and recent name changes. 


Growing Bromeliads is a great introduction to growing bromeliads in Australia. As such, itis a very useful book for 


; ful 
Sapna moe on ee OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S 419 95 
was $25000 RRP (Inc. GST) *usosnce no ae 


128 pages, 100 colour 
photos. Softcover. 


=| PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
| AUSTRALIAN ORCHID 


| GROWING 
)) by Wayne Turville 


The 64 page Practical Guide to Australian 
Orchid Growing was over two years in the 
A making, being written by Wayne Turville who 
‘| runs a large commercial orchid nursery in 
KS Victoria, Australia - specialising in Australian 
Dendrobium hybrids. This book was written 
for everybody from the absolute amateur 
4 through to the hardened “orchid nut”. 
¥) However, due to its low cost and practical 
nature, this book fills a huge void in orchid 
literature. Simple, easy to understand 
language, lots of pictures, and glorious 
examples of the some of the finest native 
orchids ever photographed both in nature 
and at orchid shows. 


aS. 
Practical Guide to 
Australian Orchid ta 


Growing 


The title is somewhat misleading, as the text covers major cultivation principles for ALL 
orchid genera, not just the Australian native Dendrobium species and their hybrids. Topics 
covered (and illustrated) include Blooms, Starting a Collection, Housing Your Orchids, Day 
to Day Growing, Pests and Diseases, Physical Damage, Cymbidiums and Sarcochilus, plus 
Bits and Pieces (information about orchid propagation, orchid societies and deflasking.). 
This booklet is recommended for all new orchid enthusiasts, and all who want to brush up 


spears nw: (URDNNTPALE S41 2.2, 


64 pages, colour. 
was 915100 RRP (Incl. GST) /1srostce mo ian 


210mm x 146mm. 
Softcover. 

SPATULATA ORCHIDS OF 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


by Justin Tkatchenko and 

fa Steven Kami (featuring photographs 
tae, by Rocky Roe) 
This excellent Ad sized 96 page book is now out of print and we 
have secured the last few copies for our readers. It is not a scientific 
publication - but a very professional presentation - published by 
the Orchid Society of Papua New Guinea - shores ie variety 
expressed within the native Spatulata Dendrobiums of Papua New 
Guinea. Over 100 colour photographs illustrate more than 30 
pass and colour variations. It also includes a number of newly 

iscovered and currently undescribed species. The book includes 
distribution maps for each species and a section on cultivation, 
written by the local experts in their field. A required text for those 
; interested in Dendrobiums, Orchids of PNG and tropical orchids 
in general. (Note: these copies are shrink-wrapped, and some pages may be stuck together. This can be 
rectified by either/or bending the pages or the use of a sharp a to carefully separate the pages. This 


Spatulata 
ORCHIDS 


PAPUA NEW GUIN 


a ae mh in the reduced price.) = 95 
idly limited numbers. 
Solnncte OURDACOUNTPRIE Su34.25, 


Colour. Softcover. was S75 1600 RRP (Incl. GST) Pts PostAce Avo wanoune 
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2013 ANOS Conference 


he Queensland ANOS Kabi Group has gladly taken the opportunity to host the 7!" National Australasian Native Orchid 

Society (ANOS) Conference and Show. The conference will be held at the Strathpine Community Centre which is north 
of Brisbane with set up from the 21st and concluding on the 25th August 2013. We look forward to showcasing the many 
Australasian orchids that will be on display with a large contingent from local societies of South East Queensland and northern 
New South Wales, and welcome and encourage participation and entries of Australasian Native orchids from all societies and 
individuals throughout Australia. 

ANOS Kabi Group have been busy and our committees are up and running. The venue - Strathpine Community Centre is 
well lit and spacious easily able to showcase the orchids and displays that are an intrinsic part of any such conference. 

The theme for the conference is “Natures Diversity” and the conference emblem is the beautiful Phaius bernaysii that is an 
endangered species that is endemic to south-east Queensland. 

The committees are working on the many areas to make this a great conference; much work has gone into enticing the best 
speakers to share their knowledge with a number having confirmed their places but their topics are to be confirmed, all talks 
will be presented for the first time. 

Invited vendors will have a selection of the jewels we treasure to tempt the conference and show attendees to make your 
experience of the 7t ANOS Conference and Show a memorable and enjoyable time. Mingle with fellow enthusiasts where 
friendships from Australia and also the world are made and old ones are rekindled. The Kabi society will keep all the latest up 
to date information posted on their web page: www.ourshopfront.com/kabi 

We look forward to seeing all those that share the passion of growing Australasian orchids from all over the world. The orchid 
community will be kept informed as speakers and vendors are confirmed through the various orchid magazines and 
other publications. 

ANOS Kabi Group 
: Chairman: Eddie Boudette 

Dendrobium Z f 5 
Gladstone Twist ° J Secretary: Marilyn Corbin 
(Kuranda Blue x canaliculatum) Vi y P.O. Box 424 Aspley QLD 4034 
ow - email: anos.kabi@gmail.com 


Dendrobium Fraser's 
Canary Twister 
(schulleri x canaliculatum) 
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Editor: 
David P. Banks 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Address editorial to: 

The Editor, Australian Orchid Review, 

39 Carole Street, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 Australia 
@ (02) 9674 4720 

Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


To join an orchid society contact these secretaries 


New South Wales 

Veronica Clowes 

PO. Box 5396, Chullora NSW 2190 
Phone: (02) 9649 2719 

Email: secretaryosnsw@yahoo.com.au 


Queensland 

Maree Illingworth 

P.O. Box 126BC, Brown Plains 4118 
Phone: (07) 3800 3213 

Email: rmillingworth@uq.net.au 


Western Australia 

R. McGrath 

PO. Box 58, Como 6152 
Phone: (08) 9367 9306 
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Victoria 

Diane Sharam 

1 Tynan Street, West Preston, 3072 
Phone: (03) 9478 9764 


Frankie Fraser 
Phone: (03) 9802 9929 
Email: frankie_fraser@bigpond.com 


South Australia 

Coralie Hills 

GPO. Box 730, Adelaide 5001 
Phone: (08) 8721 3213 


Don Higgs 

PO. Box 134, Myponga SA 5202 
Phone: (08) 8558 6247 

Email: jhiggs@internode.on.net 


Tasmania 

Jan Dicker 

GRO, Box 467, Hobart 7001 
Phone: (03) 6247 9636 

Email: jtdicker@bigpond.com 


Northern Territory 
Tammie Coyne 
PO. Box 38493, Winnellie 0821 
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To join a Cymbidium Club in your state, contact: 


Cymbidium Club of Australia Inc. 
Secretary, Peter Moore 

10 Stephanie Street, Padstow NSW 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 

Web: www.ccansw.com.au 


The Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria Inc. 
Secretary, Jenifer Robinson 

54 Worthington Road, Devon Meadows VIC 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 


Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc. 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North SA 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 


The Cymbidium Orchid Club of 
Western Australia Inc. 

Secretary, Alice Lang 

20 Urch Road, Kalamunda WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9257 1056 


Publisher 

HILLS ORCHID PUBLISHING PTY LIMITED 

ABN 83 150 020 189 ; } 
39 Carole Street, Seven Hills NSW 2147 Australia 
Phone: 0433 422 792 or 0412 123 036 


Printed by bluestar PRINT 
Pane. for the 
ut not limited to 


pris and recommendations and disclaims all 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


LEARN TO EARN — With our nationally 
recognised Courses in Certificates II 
and JI in Horticulture and Certificates II 
and III in Orchid Growing. Learn by 
Distance learning at your own pace. 
Contact The Orchid Academy® (National 
provider No. 31691) Ph: 07 5596 7429. 
Email: robert@orchidacademy.com 


Web: www.orchidacademy.com 


2012 ORCHID EVENTS - WWGads on! 


June 1-3 Orchids in Paradise 

— Southport, Qld 

June 21-23 Parramatta & District Orchid Society, 
Winter Show — Winston Hills Mall, NSW 

June 23-24 Mingara Orchid Fair 

— Central Coast, N 

July 8 Tinonee Orchids Open Day & Show 
—Taree, NSW 

ay 19-22 Orchids in Eden, OSNSW 

—North Ryde, NSW 

July 29 Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day 
—Northmead, NSW 

August 10-12 National Orchid Extravaganza 
— Dural, NSW 

August 17-19 Stlves Orchid Fair 

— St Ives Showground, NSW 

August 24-26 Victorian International Orchid Fair 
& Melbourne Orchid Spectacular — Keysborough, Vic 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, 
each additional line (approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


ORCHID, LANDSCAPING & HORTI- 
CULTURAL COURSES, DISTANCE 
EDUCATION - Short courses, Certificates, 
Diplomas. Over 400 courses including 
Cut Flower Orchids, Hydroponics, 
Tissue Culture, Orchid Culture, Plant 
Varieties, Landscaping and more. 
Study by CD, online, or by traditional 
correspondence. Highly qualified 
tutors. FREE 87 page handbook. Phone: 
07 5562 1088. Websites: www.acs.edu.au, 
www.hortcourses.com. P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang MDC, Qld 4211. 


September 1-2 Dendrobium speciosum 
Spectacular — Kempsey, NSW 
September 14-16 19" AOC Conference 
& Show — Perth, WA ; 

September 20-22 Parramatta & District 
Orchid Society, Clivia & Spring Orchid Show 
—Winston Hills Mall, NSW 

September 22-23 Mackay’s Orchid 
Extravaganza, Orchid House @ Queens Park 
— Mackay, Old 

September 23 Hills District Orchids Spring 
Open Day — Northmead, NSW 

October 5-7 Southern Orchid Spectacular 
— Cronulla, NSW 

November 3-4 Tweed Orchid Fair 

— Gold Coast, Qld 


www.australianorchidreview.com.au 


Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


ee Alan & Miriam Merriman 
“A 89 Levy Street, 
\ Glenbrook NSW 2773 
5 Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 


We carry a full range of pest and 
disease control chemicals suitable 
for use on orchids. 


The home of Merri Fert and Merri Cote. 

We also carry a full range of Port Pots, 

Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
RELEASE OF 


Alan’s Fertiliser Handbook 

2nd edition now available $22 + p&p 

Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available 
for $16.50 +p&p. 

@ Plants, seedlings of most genera in stock. 
© Nursery open most weekends or by 
appointment. 
© Closed last weekend of the month. 
Please ring before coming 


Ph: 02 4739 5141 


Fax: 02 4749 8090 Mobile: 0439 514141 
Email: mirannorchids @pnc.com.au 
MASTERCARD AND VISA WELCOME 


CALLS WITHIN AUSTRALIA ONLY 1300 672443 


Specialising in 
Cymbidiums, Paphiopedilums and Zygopetalums 
Flasks and Plants 


www.adelaideorchids.com 


St Ives Orchid Fair 


ST IVES SHOWGROUND | 
Mona Vale Road, St Ives 
Friday 17 August 2012 9am to 4pm | 
‘D * Saturday 18" August 2012 9am to 4pm 


Sunday 19 August 2012 9am to 3pm 


Bus Route196: Gordon Station - St Ives Village - Terrey Hills - Mona Vale 
ADMISSION $5 Children under 15 free 


SPONSORS 
Royale Orchids, The Orchid Tray Company, Orchid Oasis, Dr. Chong Seong Tay 
ORCHID VENDORS 
Australian Orchid Nursery, Brighton Orchid Nursery, Dark Star Orchids, Dendi Orchids, 
Easy Orchids, Fong Ping Orchids, Hills District Orchids, Macquarie Native Orchids, 
Mini World Orchids, The Orchid Mart, Miriam Ann Orchids, Mt Beenak Orchids, 
Nicky’s Slippers, Orchid Oasis, Orchidaceous Books, Orchid Care Services, 
Orchidland Nursery, Royale Orchids, Orchid Species Plus, 
The Orchid Tray Company, Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Woolf Orchidculture. 


For more Information: Show Marshal: Garrie Bromley Ph: 02 9452 3202 


Robertson 
Orchids 


Selections from our 
Winter Listing 
Odontocidium Catatante ‘Pumpkin Patch’. 
New Release orange intergeneric. 


Paph. bellatulum. 
Large round flowers with bold red spots. 


Rsc. Glenlee Delight. 
Remake of this large flowered shapely 
exhibition pink. 

B. dighyana. 

Large green flowered species with an 
unusual frilled lip. 


Paph. malipoense. 
Tall flowered fragrant green species. 


Sc. Tangerine Jewel 4n x 
Asc. (Dream Trader x Mari’s Song) ‘Pink Splash’. 
Compacts with very brightly coloured splash petals. 


Check out the website 
www.robertsonorchids.com.au 


or e-mail robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
for our full listings! 


262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, QlId 4559 
Ph: 07 5442 1913 


; 1300 ORCHID 


AOR 002 


